
    Javascript must be enabled for the correct page display




	
		
    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
            

        
        
        [image: Logo]
    
    
    
                    


    


                        

                    


                    
                    	
                            
                                

	

    
                2403 Research Blvd.

    
    
        
                Rockville,
        
                MD
        
                20850-6289
        
            

        
    
            
            (301) 963-8900

        
    
    
        
            
    
                        





                            

                        

                        
                        
                            
                                

    
        	
                
                    
                
            
	
                
                    
                
            
	
                
                    
                
            
	
                
                    
                
            
	
                
                    
                
            


    



                            

                        

                    

                

            


            
                
                    
                        
                            Menu
                            
                            
                                
        	
        
           Home
        

            
	
        
           About Us
        

                    	
        
           Meet Dr. Tucker
        

            
	
        
           Meet Our Hygienist
        

            
	
        
           Our Vision
        

            


            
	
        
           Our Office
        

                    	
        
           Pictures
        

            
	
        
           State-of-the-Art-Technology
        

            
	
        
           Office Hours
        

            
	
        
           Billing and Insurance
        

            
	
        
           In House Membership Plan
        

            


            
	
        
           Services
        

                    	
        
           Botox
        

            
	
        
           Crowns and Bridges
        

            
	
        
           Dental Implants
        

            
	
        
           Facial Rejuvenation
        

            
	
        
           Invisalign™
        

            
	
        
           Gingivitis Treatment
        

            
	
        
           Juvederm
        

            
	
        
           Root Canals
        

            
	
        
           Same Day Crowns & CEREC
        

            
	
        
           Implants
        

            
	
        
           Veneers
        

            


            
	
        
           New Patients
        

                    	
        
           Forms
        

            
	
        
           What to Expect at Your First Visit
        

            


            
	
        
           Contact Us
        

            
	
        
           Patient Resources
        

                    	
        
           Blog
        

            
	
        
           Patient Education
        

            
	
        
           Reviews
        

            


            
	
        
           Patient Portal
        

            
	
        
           FAQ's
        

            


    


                            

                        

                    

                

            

        
    



		
			
				
					
													
								
									
    
        

     
	
            
        Welcome! > 
            
	
            
        Articles > 
            
	
            
        Tooth Care > 
            
	
            	X-Rays
            

 
    
                X-Rays

        
                
        
            
                            
	[image: ]When X-rays pass through your mouth during a dental exam, more X-rays are absorbed by the denser parts (such as teeth and bone) than by soft tissues (such as cheeks and gums) before striking the film. This creates an image on the radiograph. Teeth appear lighter because fewer X-rays penetrate to reach the film. Cavities and gum disease appear darker because of more X-ray penetration. The interpretation of these X-rays allows the dentist to safely and accurately detect hidden abnormalities.

	

	How often dental X-rays (radiographs) should be taken depends on the patient`s individual health needs. It is important to recognize that just as each patient is different from the next, so should the scheduling of X-ray exams be individualized for each patient. Your medical and dental history will be reviewed and your mouth examined before a decision is made to take X-rays of your teeth.

	

	The schedule for needing radiographs at recall visits varies according to your age, risk for disease and signs and symptoms. Recent films may be needed to detect new cavities, or to determine the status of gum disease or for evaluation of growth and development. Children may need X-rays more often than adults. This is because their teeth and jaws are still developing and because their teeth are more likely to be affected by tooth decay than those of adults.
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